See your child grow before your eyes…

Exclusive nursery education
in the heart of York

See your child grow before your eyes

Welcome to
our school
Thank you for considering sending your child to
us for this important stage in their development.
At St Paul’s Nursery School, we strive to provide
your child with the best possible start to their
education journey, so that the transition to
primary school is as easy as possible.
Please read on to find out more
about us or even better, to get a real
taste of what we offer, come along
and see us in action. I would be
delighted to show you around and
share with you what makes St
Paul’s an exceptional choice for
your child’s nursery education.

St Paul’s is a nurturing,
inclusive learning environment
with stimulating play activities to
develop curiosity and develop learning.
Quote from a St Paul’s parent

Mrs Claire Rigden | Headteacher

St Paul’s is not a
school, it’s a family.
Quote from a St Paul’s Parent
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An exclusive
education
Quote from
Ofsted,
June 2018

St Paul’s enjoys a unique position
as the only nursery school in
York. As a school in our own
right, we ensure that your child
gets the very best start to their
school life. Children who come
to us are well prepared both
emotionally and academically
for their move to primary school
when the time comes, but more
importantly, the children in

Relationships with parents
are very strong. Parents know
exactly what their children are
doing and how well they are
progressing, because of regular
communications from the nursery.
|

4 st paul’s nursery School, york

our care are happy, motivated,
enthused and excited to learn.
We are situated just ten
minutes’ walk from York’s city
centre, in the beautiful St Paul’s
Square which is reminiscent of
Notting Hill with its fabulous
locked, walled garden! We are
located in the corner of the
square in a stunning Grade II
listed Victorian terrace house,
but don’t be fooled! The school
building is a bit like a tardis,
opening in to an impressive
learning environment full of
exceptional facilities and leading
to fantastic outdoor areas
full of exciting opportunities
for learning and play.
Children come to us from all
over the city and leave us to go to
a wide range of primary schools.

What do we offer?

We are open Monday to
Friday from 7:30am to 6:00pm
throughout the year, including
during the school holidays.
We can take up to 52 three
and four-year old children at
any time and accept both 15
and 30-hour funding options. In
addition to our ‘core’ sessions,
we also offer a breakfast,
after-school and holiday club.
We are more than happy for
you to use the nursery school
just during term-time or all
year round if that is what you
need. We are very flexible in our
approach and understand that
no two families are the same.
You can choose which days and
sessions your child attends to fit
around your own family’s needs.

Your child’s education
We structure our day
in a similar way to the
primary school day, so that
children become used to a
routine and the different
sessions that take place.
7:30 – 8:30
8:30 – 11:30
11:30 – 12:30
12:30 – 3:30
3:30 – 6:00

Breakfast Club
Morning Session
Lunch time
Afternoon Session
After-School Club

Children are organised
into four groups (Explorers,
Inventors, Observers and
Discoverers) and have their
own nominated key worker
who will be available to chat
with you about your child’s
exciting experiences each day.

Sharing your
child’s learning
journey
At St Paul’s, we use an online
learning journal called Tapestry,
so that we can share photographs
and observations of your child’s
learning with you on a regular basis.
You can also share key moments
with family members who may
not live locally by providing them
with a secure online account.
As a family, you can also post
pictures and notes about your
child’s achievements which can
then be downloaded and printed
to make a wonderful keepsake
of their time at the nursery.
We’re immensely proud of
how we work together and
communicate regularly not just
with parents but with the child’s
whole family, during these really
important formative years
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Teaching assistants are
highly skilled and experienced.
They know the children well,
and accurately observe and
assess children’s learning.

More than
just a building

Ofsted Jun e 2018

We love our building and its
stunning location, but St Paul’s is
so much more than somewhere
safe to leave your children. At the
heart of what we offer to children
and families, is our impassioned
approach to nursery education.
We follow the Early Years
Foundation Stage curriculum
and support children to learn
through play in the indoor,
outdoor and emotional
environment. Our planning
is influenced by the children’s
interests and we always position
children and their families at
the heart of everything we do.
We offer the children
interesting ideas, asking them
lots of open questions designed
to promote shared thinking
and critical thought, and strive
every day to ensure that our
environment is ever-changing,
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challenging and stimulating.
We place high importance and
emphasis on early language,
literacy and mathematics in
order to prepare the children
for primary school.

Our team

Children develop quickly in the
early years, and at St Paul’s we
do all we can to help children
have the best possible start in
life. We are privileged to have a
hugely dedicated staff team, with
specialist skills, many of whom
have been with us for a long time!
As we are a school, our staff
have access to the same training
opportunities as all primary
schools across York, so their
skill sets are impressive.
We place the highest priority
on the quality of interactions
between pupils and staff, which

means our staff to pupil ratio
is exceptional and above the
recommended guidelines.
The children can benefit
hugely as some of our Teaching
Assistants (TAs) have specialised
skills and experience:
We have a skilled, experienced
ELSA (Emotional Literacy
Support Assistant) which you
would normally only find in
primary schools. Our ELSA
works with children on:
n Toileting issues and anxieties
n Food anxieties
n Separation anxiety
All children who need it receive
support from the ELSA, for
as long as they need it.
We have a specialist TA
who works alongside speech
and language therapists
to deliver care plans and

specific interventions to
meet any communication
needs. These can include:
n Pronunciation of speech sounds
n Increasing vocabulary
n Awareness of social
communication rules
n Sharing and turn taking
n Voicing your feelings and
needs appropriately
She also runs a group using a
fantastic programme called
Early Talk Boost which aims to
develop children’s vocabulary,

confidence and awareness of the
social rules of communication.
One of our very experienced
teaching assistants leads on a
method of increasing children’s
awareness of stories, how
to tell them, and then write
and illustrate them using a
programme called Tales Toolkit.
This programme has had
fantastic results in increasing
the vocabulary and confidence of
children around stories and play.
We are very lucky to have our
own cook on site, so children can
enjoy home-cooked, nutritionally
balanced food every day.
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Enjoyment and
enrichment
The St Paul’s experience
We work hard to achieve
the correct balance between
a fantastic early years
environment with a hint of
primary school routine. We do
this in a number of ways. The
children can wear uniform if
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they choose to and carry one
of our school bookbags. We
carefully balance child-led
learning with taught group
sessions, where the children
begin to learn phonics, maths,
reading and writing skills. There
is continuous indoor and outdoor
provision, including forest school
activities in our stunning secret
garden in St Paul’s Square,
which provides a safe, secure
and practical place in which
the children can experience
nature and the great outdoors.
We teach the children how to
be independent, encouraging
them to make their own snack,
make choices about their
own play and manage their
own feelings. The children
also experience shared lunch
times where they eat homecooked meals alongside the

other children, with a focus on
social skills and cutlery use.
Parents and families are
involved throughout the year
but some of the highlights of
the year are the whole-school
Christmas and end-of-year
concerts at the local church.

Every child is unique

At St Paul’s we are committed
to looking after every child
individually. We get to know
the children well and we get
to know parents well too. We
provide a positive learning
environment where everyone
is valued and achievements,
however small, are celebrated.
Supporting communication
and emotional development are
two key areas we work on and
we have experienced, dedicated
staff that work with the children.

Enhanced Resource
Centre (ERC)

The school is classed and funded
by the Local Authority (LA) as
an Enhanced Resource Centre
(ERC), offering 12 additional
part-time places for children
with a range of special needs
and disabilities (SEN).
Children who attend the
Enhanced Resource Centre
access all the same opportunities
as children who have a place in
the mainstream nursery school.
They learn through playing in
the same areas, use the same
resources and are included in
the same special activities.

In addition to this, the children
in the Enhanced Resource Centre
also receive: support from an
SEN teaching assistant; a ‘My
Support Plan’ which sets out their
learning outcomes and includes
contributions from the child,
their parents/carers, the school,
and professionals involved
in working with the child;
assistance with personal care
and feeding; regular visits from
our Educational Psychologist,
Specialist Early Years teacher
for SEN and Speech Therapists;
regular review meetings; support
from the school to request the
statutory assessment process;

Children who have special
educational needs (SEN) and/
or disabilities and those who
are disadvantaged make
very good progress. Ofsted June 2018
access to our sensory room
with a member of staff; and
alternative communication to
meet the needs of each child.
Most importantly, we provide
a wonderful, fully inclusive,
fun-filled experience!

|

st paul’s nursery School, york 9

See your child grow before your eyes

During their time with
us, your child will
have the opportunity
to experiment and
participate in a wide range
of activities, some already
familiar and some new.
Our staff work closely
with the children, initially
observing whilst the children
talk and play, then stimulate,
motivate and extend each
child’s learning. The children

are encouraged to try every
type of play material: indoor,
outdoor, large, small, clean, dirty,
both alone and with others.
Other regular activities we
provide include yoga, peer
massage, singing, JABADAO
(movement and physical play),
dough disco, which encourages
exercise for the fingers to
improve fine muscle control and
write dance which is designed to
strengthen muscles for writing.

Group time

Every child is allocated a key
worker who will also be their
group leader. Each group has
a specific area in the nursery
where children go for a daily
group activity with group leader.
There are approximately 13
children in each group and
their progress is recorded and
monitored by their group leader.
S/he will be the first contact for
parents to share information.

An education full of exciting experiences
A day in the life…
We believe that young children need time to
experience the varied activities on offer and should
be encouraged to make choices for themselves. Apart
from group time, children choose where, when and
how they play within the nursery environment.
Adults set up specific activities in all areas of the
nursery and children are positively encouraged
to take part. Children’s ideas and interests are
at the heart of our planning and provision.
The following shows a whole day at the nursery which
includes our wrap-around care provision, but some
children will only attend for a morning or afternoon.
Morning and afternoon sessions follow the same pattern.

|

10 st paul’s nursery School, york

8:30 - 8:45am

7:30 - 8:30am

Breakfast club, time
for a healthy breakfast
with peers. Children
from St Paul’s Primary
School also attend
breakfast club.

Children arrive,
self-register, hang up
their coats, put their
bags away and answer
the ‘daily question’
with their parent/
carer. We encourage
parents and carers
to say hello to their child’s
teacher and to settle the
children in an activity before
leaving. Parents are welcome
to stay as long as they like or
they can wave to their child
through the ‘Waving Window’.

There is a wonderful relationship
between my child and his key worker.
Quo te from a St Pau l’s pare nt
8:45 - 9:15am

9:30am onwards

Child-led learning.

Self-chosen activities
(including snack)

9:15 - 9:30am

11:00 - 11:30am

Children go to their
group base for a group
activity which could
be a story, number
rhyme, phonic game or
a circle time activity.

Tidy up and time
for a group story,
singing and talking.

11:30 - 12:30pm
Lunch time

12:30pm Afternoon Session
This mirrors the
morning session, but
with a different range
of activities.

3:30 - 6:00pm

After-school club run by an experienced
practitioner. This is a special time for
children staying until 6:00pm and as
for breakfast club, we accommodate
children from the local primary school
in our after-school
provision. A range of
healthy snacks / tea is
available and nursery
children continue to
access the areas of
provision. For older
children we have an
upstairs room with older
aged resources available.
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Testimony from a
St Paul’s parent
My son has gained so much
confidence since starting at
St Paul’s. I see this every time
I drop him off, watching him
happily greeting staff and his
friends. Also out of nursery when
he is now quick to introduce
himself to new friends and
throw himself into new activities
when previously he was more

of an observer. When he was
struggling to settle in, nursery
staff were brilliant at helping
by getting to know him and
his interests and using these
to create activities that would
excite and engage him. They also
made him a visual timetable to
use in those early weeks to help
him understand the structure
of his time at nursery and
know when I would be back.

Positive interactions

We weren’t expecting our son
would learn and develop at the
rate he has before he started school.
Quote from a St Paul’s Parent
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He loves the many play and
creative activities that have
given him loads of opportunity to
learn through play. The way the
outside space and busy room are
set up and regularly changed let
his imagination grow and given
him and his friends lots of choice
and variety of experiences.
Staff have continued to use his
interests (dinosaurs!) to engage
him in activities he wouldn’t

usually bother with such as junk
modelling and mark making.
Because of St Paul’s being
such a brilliantly inclusive
nursery, my son has learnt
about interacting with children
with different needs and
communication styles.
Through the group sessions
he has learnt skills that prepare
him for starting school such as
sitting and giving attention to
an adult, listening and waiting
to answer questions when it is
his turn. He has also enjoyed
exploring phonics and number
through fun activities giving
him a good foundation for his
future learning. Yoga, music,
stories, endless play activities
and wonderfully caring and
creative staff have given my
son a real love of learning
and had him excited to go to
nursery every day – despite
not being a morning person!
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met with
His needs have always beigenhest quality
compassion and to the h asked for.
of care I could have
Qu ot e from a St Pa ul ’s pa

re nt

How to apply
We warmly invite you to visit
the school and see us in action
before you decide if St Paul’s is
the right place for your child to
start their education journey.
Children may join us after they
turn three. You can add your
child’s name to the waiting list
once they turn two years old.
To apply simply complete
the application form available
from the school reception
or on our website at www.
stpaulsnurseryschool.
co.uk/admissions/
Once your child’s place is
confirmed, you will be invited
to two taster sessions with
your child. This provides an
opportunity for you to ask
any questions, meet the staff
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and hear more about how
the nursery school works.
Children who may need
a more personal transition
programme are well catered
for and we can offer as
many transition visits
as your child needs.

How much does it cost?

The cost for each child may
be different depending on the
number of hours and days you
require. Please refer to our
website for full cost information.
All three year old children
are entitled to 15 hours funded
childcare, and working parents
can access 30 hours places. For
more information please go to
www.childcarechoices.co.uk

Here to help

If you have any questions or
need any further information
about the application
process, please get in touch.
Tel: 01904 555995
Email: st.pauls.nursery@
york.gov.uk

St Paul’s is a nurturing, inclusive learning
environment with stimulating play activities
to develop curiosity and develop learning.
Quote from a St Paul’s parent

St Paul’s Nursery School is
rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted and
‘Outstanding’ for behaviour

St Paul’s Nursery School 12 St Paul’s Square, Holgate, York Y024 4BD
T www.stpaulsnurseryschool.co.uk

t 01904 555995

@PaulNursery

Headteacher Mrs Claire Rigden
b st.pauls.nursery@york.gov.uk

Information contained in this booklet was correct at time of printing, but may be subject to change.

