


What is a curriculum?
A curriculum is what we want the children to learn in the time they are with us at nursery. It is unique to our setting and is tailored to meet the needs of our children. The diversity of the cohort may change from year to year so it is important that the curriculum also changes with the children’s emerging needs.
It must be based on the statutory early years foundation stage (EYFS), which gives us a framework that we can build on, through 7 areas of learning. These are:
	Prime Areas
	Specific Areas

	Personal, Social, Emotional Development  Self Regulation 
 Managing Self 
 Building Relationships
	Literacy 
 Comprehension 
 Word Reading 
 Writing

	Communication and Language 
 Listening, Attention and Understanding  Speaking
	Mathematics 
 Number 
 Numerical Patterns

	Physical Development 
 Gross Motor Skills
  Fine Motor Skills
	Understanding the World 
 Past and Present 
 People, Culture and Communities 
 The Natural World

	
	Expressive Arts and Design
  Creating with Materials 
 Being Imaginative and Expressive


How did we plan our curriculum?
We started with the EYFS framework. The seven areas listed above are high-level curriculum summaries that we must follow and work into a format that meets the needs of our children.
From there, we broke down those high-level curriculum summaries into smaller steps. We decided what we wanted children to learn, the activities we wanted to do with them and how we would support their learning to ensure every child has a chance to thrive.
We used ‘Development Matters’ the non-statutory curriculum guidance for the early years foundation stage to support our planning of the curriculum. We ensured that every goal allowed us to have coverage of the 7 areas of learning and the developmental milestones children should achieve whilst with us.
We watched the children, studying how they lead their own play. We talked to parents and carers to find out their interests. We asked the staff what they had observed and what key skills they notice that our children have and need to thrive.
We decided on the below 9 goals to focus on. Primarily this is achieved through play and a carefully planned ‘book of the week’. 

Curriculum Goals    2023 to 2024
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I can communicate how I feel using the Colour Monster feelings.

Prime – Personal, Social, emotional Development.
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I am happy, confident and comfortable during my day at Nursery.

Prime – Personal, Social, emotional Development.
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I can make up and tell my own simple story.

Prime – Communication and Language
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I can join in with singing, dancing and action songs – with growing confidence.

Prime – Physical Development
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 I can ‘write’ by making meaningful marks, some recognisable.

Prime – Physical Development
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I can hear and say the sequence of sounds in words.

Specific – Literacy
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I can count, order, represent and solve mathematical problems including numbers to 5.

Specific – Mathematics
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I can talk confidently about my immediate world and begin to talk about the wider world.

Specific – Understanding the World
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I can design, make and describe my own model.

Specific – Expressive arts and Design
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I can communicate how I feel using the Colour Monster feelings.



‘Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary … Through supported interaction with other children they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life.’  Development matters.

Why do we want our children to be able to do this?
Many children when they first come into nursery can struggle with their emotions and find it difficult to separate from parents / carers, share, follow the daily routine and understand how they and others are feeling. We aim to give children the language and tools to understand, talk about and manage their emotions. Some may not have been to a setting before, particularly now due to the pandemic.

How will we support and develop these skills?
· Using ‘The Colour Monster’ by Anna Llenas the children will learn to recognise emotions and the colours that represent them in the book : happy, sad, angry, scared, calm and feeling loved. 
· We will introduce the book and emotions in our story/ PSED / circle times and with activities in our Areas of Provision.
· When the children come into a nursery session they will be encouraged to say how they feel and ’self register’ their name against an emotion. They can change this across the day if they wish. 
· There is a colour monster interactive display, colour monster books and plushies in Areas of Provision to support talking about emotions and extending their range of language.
· Books of the week all have a PSED element, frequently involving emotions, and activities in AOPs will provide opportunities to learn and talk about feelings.
How will we know our children have achieved the goal?
 Children  will know the Colour Monster story and the emotions that each colour represents and be able to talk about their feelings using the words ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’, ‘scared’, loved’ and ‘calm'. They will begin to demonstrate strategies for managing their emotions. They will show that they have begun to understand how others feel and talk to others to solve conflict.
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I am happy, confident and comfortable during my day at Nursery.




‘Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary…. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. ‘                                                                   Development matters.

Why do we want our children to be able to do this?
Many of our children, especially post covid,  struggle at first to settle in and separate from parents / carers. We aim to support them through the early days by prioritising their relationship with their key person and other adults, moving on to develop friendships and the confidence to select and talk about which activities they would like to do, and the confidence to ask a peer or adult for help.
[bookmark: _Hlk95305855]How will we support and develop these skills?
· PSED focus on The Colour Monster and emotions to support children in developing the language to talk about how they feel.
· All children have a Key Person as a first point of adult support. They will be encouraged to get to know other staff.
· Free flow play where children will be encouraged to choose activities of interest.
· Information on outline of the session through Grouptime routines signposting activities that the children can do connected to learning focus and curriculum books.
· Name cards and routines in nursery/grouptimes/self registration. 
· Saying name out loud in group time so that others know who I am. 
· Signs/symbols and labels around nursery, developing understanding of language and AOP.
· Use of Makaton signs
· Encouraging children to talk about themselves and their interests. Books, toys in AOP that link to children’s interests other than curriculum books.


How will we know our children have achieved the goal?
Children will be able to come into Nursery and say ‘Goodbye’ confidently, They will settle quickly into nursery routines, developing relationships with adults and peers. Children will be able to access adult led activities. They will independently choose activities of interest and who they play with in free flow, develop activities relating to own interests and seek peer or adult assistance when appropriate.
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I can make up and tell my own simple story.



‘‘Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.’                                                                          Development matters.

Why do we want our children to be able to do this?
The development of children’s spoken language and listening and attention skills underpins all seven areas of learning and development. It enables them to share information, thoughts and ideas, with adults and children, supporting their developing learning and relationships and communication of their needs. Through stories adults can model and children can develop language structure, conversation and vocabulary. 
We aim for all children to love books, to desire stories, to want to be immersed in books and have imaginations that can go anywhere. Children generally come to us knowing a selection of stories so our book of the week focus purposefully includes a range of culturally divers texts that children may not have come across before.
How will we support and develop these skills?
· A wide range of books always available in Nursery. 
· Sharing, telling, acting and devising stories at grouptimes and self chosen in AOPs.
· Spaces to share a book with a friend.
· Book of the week at grouptimes and out in nursery. 
· Soft toys, costumes, smallworld animals, people, drapes, vehicles etc in AOPs
· Phonics games resource bags and stories, rhyme, rhythm and alliteration. 
· Singing – whole nursery, at grouptimes, in AOPs.
· Tales Toolkit weekly at grouptime.
· Tales toolkit strips, symbols, aprons, small world, pictures of characters, settings etc, glue, pens, adult scribe etc in AOPs.

How will we know our children have achieved the goal?
Children will retell and make up stories through role play and use talk in play to share ideas confidently. They will recall some key events in a story and can sing full songs. They will begin to answer questions asked by an adult, understand and follow a two part  question or instructions and speak in full sentences regularly. They will confidently hold a two way conversation, use new words and explain theiir meanings.
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I can ‘write’ by making meaningful marks, some recognisable.




‘Providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. ‘Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).’  Development matters.
Why do we want our children to be able to do this?
As our children develop they will reach a point where they begin to write letters including those in their name. to get to this point requires physical development as well as hearing and understanding letter sounds and that they can be represented by marks. To work towards this we need to focus greatly on gross motor skills through physical play and fine motor skills and hand / eye coordination to enable children to gain pencil control to make marks and develop recognition of and the ability to form recognisable marks. 

How will we support and develop these skills?
· Large PE equipment eg climbing frame, climbing wall etc
· Use the muscles in their arms and hands to wave flags, drapes and streamers.
· Dough disco, flipper flappers and Squiggle at group times.
· Music and Movement sessions.
· Rollers and water, big chalks and paper on wall or floor / chalkboards, whiteboards and pens etc in AOPs
· Use of small  PE equipment e.g. bats, throwing balls etc.
· Manipulate malleable materials such as playdough and clay
· Push and pull large objects showing increasing coordination e.g. trolleys, bikes, large construction.
· Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors, using tweezers, toothbrush, knife and fork.
· Activities such as pegging, pegboard, puzzles, formboards, weaving, lacing, pipecleaners, pencil threadboard, small construction in AOPs.
· Name cards at grouptime, self, register, name writing cards to develop recognition of name.
· Phonics games resource bags and stories, rhyme, rhythm and alliteration. 
· Singing – whole nursery, at grouptimes, in AOPs.
How will we know our children have achieved the goal?
Children will be able to cut a shape with scissors, use a toothbrush and begin to use a knife, fork and spoon. They be able to do a simple dough disco, mark make using ‘Squiggle’ movements and hold a pencil with control.. 
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	I can join in with singing, dancing and action songs – with growing confidence..



‘Providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being.’
‘The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.’                          Development matters.
Why do we want our children to be able to do this?
The aim is for children to enjoy moving to music and singing, together or individually. To develop a wide repertoire of songs and dances. To learn and then develop their own moves and sequences of moves to a range of styles of music. To be able to sing and dance along with other children showing awareness of rhythm, timing, volume and  the physical space. To support development of gross and fine motor skills.
How will we support and develop these skills?
· Singing in grouptime, end of sessions, whole school and AOPs. Teaching songs, singing children’s choice of songs.
· Encouraging children to make up own songs as they play in small world, role play etc or changing words or tune of known songs.
· Alexa, CD players / discs of nursery rhymes and appropriate music / songs available inside and outside so children can select own choices of music for singing and dancing.
·  Ribbon sticks, scarves, drapes etc . Children can use spontaneously / modelling from adults in free flow / music and movement/ flipper flapper sessions.
· Adults model singing or dancing and making up their own where appropriate in free flow, transition times etc
· Music and Movement, teaching moves and sequences of moves to a range of styles of music, encouraging children to develop own dance moves and sharing moves for whole group to try.
· Dough disco, flipper flappers sessions.
· Preparing and performing songs and dances for Nursery concerts for parents to see, either live or video recording.

How will we know our children have achieved the goal?
Children will with increasing safety, explore moving their bodies in different ways. They will use large muscle movements to wave flags and streamers. They will copy a sequence of moves to music knowing when to start and stop and develop confidence to join in with a range of songs, dances and action songs. 
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                                                                               I can hear and say the  
                                                                                sequence of sounds in words.                                                                                    
                        
                                                           
‘It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words’. Development matters

Why do we want our children to be able to do this?
As our children develop they will reach a point where they begin to recognise letters including those in their name. To read them and understand the sounds they represent they will first need to develop an awareness of sound and discriminate between them eg sounds in the environment such as animal noise, rhymes, initial sounds and  letter sounds. 

How will we support and develop these skills?
· Range of books / rhymes / stories in Nursery including books in all areas, children able to look at books independently, be read to in AOPs, at grouptimes, end of session etc including stories with rhyme and alliteration.
· Encouring children to join in with rhyme, voice sounds, repeating phrases etc in stories.
· Singing – Whole school singing, grouptimes, end of session, in AOPs including nursery rhymes, songs with rhythms to clap, poems, 
· Music on Alexa, Music & Movement / flipper flappers etc for dancing, clapping along and developing a sense of rhythm. 
· Adults model rhyming, alliteration, blending and segmenting, etc around nursery eg word play with children’s names.
· Activities / resources in Areas of Provision to support phonological awareness eg animals, listening minutes, musical instruments, rhyming games etc
· Phonics grouptimes at appropriate level across the year.
· Phonics games resource bags, 

How will we know our children have achieved the goal?
Children will be able to distiguish between and identify animal sounds. They will be able to suggest rhymes for words, including their name and complete a rhyme in a rhyming story, They will clap or count syllables in a word. They will hear the initial sound for their name and recognise words with the same initial sounds. They will say the sounds they hear in words ( oral segmenting ) and hear the sequence of sounds and say the words ( oral blending ).
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	I can count, order, represent and solve mathematical problems including numbers to 5.



‘Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers.’                                                                                                                      Development matters.
Why do we want our children to be able to do this?
We aim to develop children’s understanding of quantity and number through play. Numerals and counting appear in the world around us and it is important that children understand not only what ‘5’ is but also how it can be represented in many ways. Children often come to us able to count but do not understand the actual concept of number. We aim for all children to have a solid understanding of the concept of number when they leave us.
[bookmark: _Hlk95387610]How will we support and develop these skills?
· Subitising related to books, including books of the week & Traditional Tales , signs and objects around nursery. 
· Pictures of different ways to represent ammounts (fingers/dice/numicon) 
· Immerse children in the language of subitising when playing with sorting objects, turn taking games, small equipment outside, small world toys etc
· Five frames / photos of children for self registration. Use of five frame regularly at grouptime with Hello song.
· Introduction of 5 frames with coloured counters/ number tracks. 
· Pictures of regular and irregular ways of making numbers to five (dice/fingers/numicon)
· Adults model / talk about / support subitising / mathematical problems in grouptims and areas of provision. 
· Subitising materials in setting, including whiteboards with magnetic dots with opportunities to manipulate and sort pictures/spots/dots into three not three etc.
· Opportunity for children to talk about number within the setting and at home. What can they see in the world around them? 
· Counting songs, opportunity to match a number of objects with a numeral. (dice, counters, money, sorting toys etc.) 
· Opportunities in areas of provision to represent numbers in different ways using different media (chalk/paint/pens etc.). Numerals and number lines in Areas of provsion..
· [bookmark: _Hlk95387707]Resources  for sorting by colour, shape  etc and exploring  patterns.
How will we know our children have achieved the goal?
Children will be able to show 1,2,3,4,5 on their fingers, compare numbers and ammounts and instantly recognise 1 to 5 objects (subitising). They will recite numbers past 5, count objects by pointing or touching to 5 and link numerals, words and ammounts practically. They will use informal and mathematical words about shape, sort by specific criteria eg blue / not blue and extend and create ABAB patterns eg red,blue,red,blue.
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	I can talk confidently about my immediate world and begin to talk about the wider world.



‘Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them …… in addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains.’  Development matters.
Why do we want our children to be able to do this?
We aim to develop children’s understanding of and sense of connection to the world around them. Particularly due to covid some children have not travelled as much or experienced different cultures and places. It is vital we expose children to the diverse nature of our world and support them to begin to make connections to their own experiences, becoming aware in a positive way of the similarities and differences. 
How will we support and develop these skills?

· Opportuniies to talk about self, family, where I live, how I look , what I celebrate in  
              AOPs and UTW and PSED grouptimes.
· PSED grouptimes – learning about feelings, friendship, respecting others
· Books featuring cultural and ethnic diversity. How people live in different parts of   
              world.  Non fiction books – eg  arctic/antarctic, life cycles
· Dolls, small world, resources representing ethnic and cultural diversity.
· Diwali  / Xmas / Lunar New Year / Eid focus with stories, books, activities.
· Book of week focus on looking after world, link to Earth day and World ocean day.  
             Learn about how we use and save resources inc recycling, water, plastic.
· Music and Movement – music / dance from India, China, Russian ballet etc
· Learn songs in different languages.  Label AOPs in different languages. Etwinning.
· Integrating  Rights Respecting Schools into the curriculum..
· Role play emergency services etc  Visits – dentist, fire fighter etc
· Forest school / outside explore minibeasts, plants. Grow seeds at nursery in group / 
             AOPs. Owl and small creature visits.
· Range of materials to explore eg wet and dry sand, water, dough, foam, ice etc
· Resources to explore forces eg gutters and balls , bikes, water and sand wheels etc

How will we know our children have achieved the goal?
Children will be able to talk about ‘my family’ and ‘my world’, say where they live and their favourite place in their local area and talk about places in York and my community. Children will be able name ways people are the same and different, tell you how they can help look after the world, show interest in different occupations and develop new vocabulary. They will be able to talk about how plants and animals grow and know how to care for them, talk about materials, name a few and investigate their properties and explore how things work / talk about forces eg push/pull.
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I can design, make and describe my own model.




‘The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.‘  Development matters.
Why do we want our children to be able to do this?
Often our children lack the skills to persevere with tasks and don’t always finish models. Some lack imagination and need exposure to different ideas.We aim to develop gross and fine motor skills, and hand / eye coordination  through model making. To develop language to describe and plan models. To develop knowledge of materials, tools and joining techniques to enable planning and creating .
How will we support and develop these skills?
· Pictures on displays/ in books for children to get inspiration from for design ideas. 
· Small world activities in all areas to develop language and play.
· Large scale construction (‘Loose parts’ area ) outside including crates in different shapes and sizes, planks, wheels,tyres and poles. 
· Use large muscle movements to maniupulate large scale construction equipment. 
· Use large scale construction to achieve a desired effect. Smaller wooden blocks in busy room. 
· Create models through play in areas of provision. (Creating a jail/obstacle course/house etc) 
· Model / support language / vocabulary to describe what children are doing / have created. Also to choose the right resources. Access to Ipad for children to take photo of model.
· Model / support use of tools and joining techniques to create models eg scissors, sellotape, split pins, glue etc
· Paper, pens, crayons, chalks, scissors etc in general AOP for children to experiment with mark making.
· Pictures in oustside areas of what area should look like when tidying away. 
· Mini risk assessment – only 3 crates high for example.
· Develop hand eye coordination through use of hammers, nails, drills and screws in woodwork area. Also through use of other equipments eg scissors, cellotape dispensors
· Join different materials and explore different textures. 
[bookmark: _Hlk95388441]How will we know our children have achieved the goal?
Children will be able to say what they would like to make, maybe with support, and select resources to carry out their plan. They will be able to use small or large  construction to create models of their choosing. They will make worlds using character and a setting and will be able to join different materials , for example using glue and sellatape. They will draw pictures and talk about them confidently and draw an increasingly detailed picture of me and my family. They will name and use purposefully a selection of instruments.
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